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Contemporaneity
International Video Art in Kyrgyzstan

In April 2004, the second "Peace and Respect"
festival was held in the capital Bishkek. AlImost
200 artists from countries in Central Asia as well
as Russia, Belgium, Japan, and Switzerland
participated with contributions and performances
from the fields of theater, music, dance, fashion,
design, visual arts, and crafts. An international
conference was dedicated to the subject "Culture,
Dialogue, and Sustainable Development in Central
Asia".

In the framework of the festival, the G. Aitiev
Kyrgyz National Museum of Arts presented
"Contemporaneity”, an exhibition with video works
by 13 artists from various countries. Amongst the
artists were Muratbek Jumaliev and Gulnara
Kasmalieva, video art pioneers from Bishkek.
Leeza Ahmady, a native of Afghanistan living in
New York, served as curator. Her aim was to
generate a larger audience for video art, which is a
relatively unknown discipline in the region.

At the same time, the museum presented "The
Others", curated by Ulan Djaparov (Kyrgyzstan)
together with Elena and Victor Vorobyev
(Kazakhstan) and arranged by "Kurama Art", a
gallery for contemporary art recently opened in
Bishkek. The simultaneousness of the two
exhibitions has certainly provided new impulse to
the spread of new artistic practices in the region.

In her essay "Central Asia Dream" Leeza Ahmady
reports in detail about her experiences:

>> Central Asia Dream

Artists involved in "Contemporaneity":

Lida Abdullah - Afghanistan, lives in the USA Michele
Beck - USA Jorge Calvo - Costa Rica, lives in the USA
Nikhil Chopra - India, lives in the USA Cecilie Dahl -
Scandinavia, lives in the USA Ali M. Demirel - Turkey

http://universes-in-universe.org/eng/nafas/articles/2004/contemporaneity
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Jacob Fuglsang Mikkelsen - Sweden/Denmark Mariam
Ghani - Afghan/Lebanese, lives in USA Roya Ghiasy -
Afghanistan, lives in USA und Europa Muratbek Jumaliev
- Kyrgyzstan Masood Kamandy - Afghanistan, lives in the
USA Gulnara Kasmalieva - Kyrgyzstan Sislej Xhafa -
Kosova, lives in the USA and Italy
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